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(54) Character recognition device 

(57) A character recognition device which Is pro- 
vided with: a character cut-out section for cutting out a 
character from the character image that has been 
obtained by the CCD; a character-size storing section 
for storing at least one character size among character 
sizes required for recognition each of which is set for 
each of character types that can be recognized by the 
recognizing section; a size-judging section for compar- 
ing the size of the character that has been cut out by the 
character cut-out section with at least one of character 
sizes that have been stored in the character-size storing 
section; and, for example, a display section that serves 
as informing means for informing information corre- 
sponding to results obtained by comparing the size of 
the character that has been cut out by the character cut- 
out section with at least one of character sizes that have 
been stored in the character-size storing section by 
using the size-judging section. Before a character in the 
character image obtained by the CCD is recognized by 
the recognition section, It is possible to make a judg- 
ment as to whether or not the character is recognizable. 



JF* I O. 



C 5TABT } 

1 «jcj ram i 

CHARACTER CUT-OUT I — S 2 

± 



VXS CHAlAOa sia k - S 3 




s 6 1 STOB IIWCT | [ DISFUT UIHIKG I 

y 1 



CL 
UJ 



Printed by Xerox (UK) Business Services 
2.16.7 <HRS)V3.6 



BNSDOCIO <EP_ 



_0863475A3_L> 



EP 0 863 475 A3 




European Patent 
Office 



EUROPEAN SEARCH REPORT 



Application Number 

EP 98 10 3642 



DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category 



Citation of document with indication, where appropriate, 
of relevant passages 



Relevant 
to claim 



CLASSIFICATION OF THE 
APPLICATION (InLC 1.6) 



EP 0 678 822 A (CANON KK) 
25 October 1995 (1995-10-25) 

* abstract * 

* column 1, line 52 - column 2, line 48; 
claim 1; figure 1 * 

PATENT ABSTRACTS OF JAPAN 

vol. 008, no. 173 (E-259), 

9 August 1984 (1984-08-09) 

& OP 59 066275 A (HITACHI DENSHI KK), 

14 April 1984 (1984-04-14) 

* abstract * 

EP 0 634 704 A (SHARP KK) 
18 January 1995 (1995-01-18) 

* abstract; figure 1 * 



1-8 



1-8 



1-8 



The present search report has been drawn up for ail claims 



G06K9/20 
G06K9/42 
G06K9/03 
G06K9/22 



TECHNICAL FIELDS 
SEARCHED (IrtLCLS) 



G06K 



THE HAGUE 



Date of compMen of ttw sea><*> 

14 December 2000 



I 



CATEGORY OF CITED DOCUMENTS 

X : p&rticutariy relevant If taken alone 

Y : part'c-arty relevant It combined wflri another 

document of the same category 
A : lecfrootogteel background 
O : non-wttten dtsctosure 
P : rmemedlale document 



Examiner 

Granger, B 



T : theory or principle underlying the invention 
E : ©artier patent document, but published on. or 

after the fiBng date 
O : document cfted In the application 
L : document Cfted tor other reasons 



& : member ot the same patent larrdly. corresponding 
document 



BNSDOCID: <EP_ 



_CB63475A3_I_> 



I 

L 



EP O 863 475 A3 



ANNEX TO THE EUROPEAN SEARCH rpdadt 
ON EUROPEAN PATENTAPf^CATION NC^ 



EP 98 10 3642 



SKKsSSfSSEssT 

y arne these particulars which are merely given tor the purpose of information. 



14-12-2000 




EP 0678822 



25-10-1995 



JP 
DE 
DE 
ES 
US 



JP 59066275 



7288722 A 
69506027 D 
69506027 T 
2123207 T 
5887086 A 



14-04-1984 



31-10-1995 
24-12-1998 
12-05-1999 
01-01-1999 
23-03-1999 



NONE 



EP 0634704 



18-01-1995 



OP 
JP 
JP 
DE 
DE 
EP 
US 
US 
US 



2783350 
7093530 
7115493 
69424096 
69424096 
0981243 
5396470 
5566252 
5825942 



06- 08- 

07- 04- 
02-05- 
31-05- 
16-11- 
23-02- 
20-04- 
15-10- 
20-10- 



-1998 
1995 
1995 
•2000 
2000 
2000 
1999 
1996 
1998 



2 

I 



" FOf ^ **" **" ' h ' 8 ^ : -O^a, Joumalof ttl6EufopeanPatEnt0fflce No i2/82 " 



.0863475A3_I_> 



3 



